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y'H_j: Z: % -I;E \:I_:—:_l‘- o Hhan{al it A% A (Huastec) EI‘]E&E ?

gh, ‘sa-t:mre or less life-size, but_ she’s not at all lifelike. She

though she’s been shaped by a giant pastry cutter — the con-

; , of the body are straight lines, the surface is flat - you might
A0 WB\IOS imagine she is a huge gingerbread woman. W‘henA you step to
de, you can see that she is carved out of a very t'hm piece 9f sand-

tone. Edge-on, she is less than 1o centimetres (4 inches) thick. She

' folds her hands over her stomach and her arms are held out from her
sides, making two triangular spaces. In fact, she is really just a series of
geometric shapes. Her breasts are perfect hemispheres, and below the
waist she wears a rectangular skirt that falls flat and undecorated to
the plinth. This is a lady of straight lines and hard edges, clearly not
somebody you would choose to mess with. But she does have two
humanizing aspects: her small head is unexpectedly animated — she
seems to be looking up and to the side towards something — and her
lips are open, as though she may even be speaking. And below her
breasts are the only surface details on the entire body
sagging stone flesh, signs certainly of maturity, |

Which lead many people to believe that

curved lines of
»o0ssibly of maternity,
she m 1y b 1 mother 1“«n]\|‘
We know virtually nothing about the Huastec mother goddess, but
wedo know that for the COne
‘ll‘””\\'lli“rl\|\'~.

desses

juering Aztecs she was the same being as

s Tlazolteotl. You might imagine that all mother god

have Lpretty strajg

o htforward job d« cription = ensuring, fertility

nd seeing )

o Beverybody safely into adulthood = but, as the cultural hi to

W Maring
Warney pomts out, 1t 1s often much more comphcated

Its §y

Npory

t | Mo see thar al mother poddc e not th

mes

| mvw)nwunlv\\ e related to the primg,t

KInd of fere) ‘
tertlgy Notust human

r the g

wmal fern

eath g g 1ol extreme danger. b
ither mo i
1oth hldren nldb
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