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. Effective Pre-school, Primary and Secondary
‘ Education 3-14 Project (EPPSE 3-14)

(Evangelou, et al 2008)

» This study is part of a major longitudinal study
Investigating the influence of pre-school, primary and
secondary education on children’s cognitive and
social/behavioural development (EPPSE) in England.
It set out to explore the transition experiences
between primary and secondary school for 550
children and their families in England. The study
adopted a mixed methods approach in order to
Investigate child, home, school and LA factors
concerning transitions.



£%3. Continuity in acquisition

1st Language Acquisition
|s the child system = adult system?

* NO (non-continuity) (Bickerton)

* YES (continuity)

- Weak (Radford; Clahsen)

lack of (Radford) or underspecified functional categories
(Clahsen)

- Strong: (Hyams, Wexler)

- In either case, why does child language look
different?



Continuity Hypothesis

e » According to the Continuity Hypothesis, child

language can differ from the local adult
language only in ways that adult languages can
differ from each other. The idea is that at any
given time, children are speaking a possible
(though perhaps underspecified) human language -
just not the particular language spoken around
them. If this is correct, we should not be surprised if
children of monolingual Americans exhibit some
constructions characteristic of German, Romance
or East Asian languages, even in the absence of
any evidence for these properties in the primary
linguistic data. (Crain and Pietroski 2002: 177)




£%3. Continuity in acquisition

e 2nd Language Acquisition

Are principles of UG avallable in L27
* NO

- Fundamental difference, general problem solving
strategies (Clahsen & Muysken 1986, 1989; Meisel
1991, 1997)

» YES (continuity)

- White, Schwartz & Sprouse, Eubank, Hawkins,
Epstein et al.

- Is the initial state the L1?
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Continuity In teaching
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