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High-School English Teachers’ Conception and Practice of the New Curriculum Textbook
GUO Hongyan, WANG Qiang
(School of Foreign Languages, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract: This study surveys some high-school English teachers with a questionnaire and finds that
teachers now regard textbook as a facilitating resource in teaching and learning instead of a Bible deciding
what and how to teach. They make deleting and expanding adaptations to the textbook, and
communicate with their colleagues about its use and effect, but they are still less conscious of drawing
feedback from students, the most important consumers of textbooks. Teachers are met with dual
challenges in textbook adaptation and their own professional development. Both teachers’ teaching
conceptions and competence, and institutional and testing factors influence the textbook use. In turn, its
use also leads to teachers’ improvement of linguistic, teaching and reflective competence. These findings
have important implications on textbook revision and teacher education in the future.
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