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Freshman English majors’ background in phonetics and their

evaluation of a phonetlcs course
WU Mei . OO

With an introduction to English suprasegmental elements, namely, intonation, stress and juncture, this
paper reports the results of a questionnaire survey on 127 freshman English majors. The research subjects’
background in phonetics was studied, and the segmental or suprasegmental elements and teaching strategies
used in a phonetics course that were reported as “helpful” for students’ pronunciation learning, were identified.
The investigation found that the phonetic training received by the subjects prior to their entering college
focused on the segmental phoneme, and the training on suprasegmental elements such as sentence stress was
limited, if not dismissed. After taking the phonetics course for a semester in college, the subjects believed
that the training on the segmental phoneme and sentence stress was “very helpful’, and that the “very helpful”
teaching strategies primarily dealt with the suprasegmental elements that facilitated speaking in rhythm and
the smooth transition of sounds.

The use of casual connectives in non-English majors’ writings:

A study based on plcture compos1t10ns and theWECCL corpus
7HAO Xia . .

On the basis of the WECCL corpus and picture compositions, this paper investigates the use of causal
connectives by non-English majors and finds that the general tendency of the use of causal connectives
between the WECCL corpus and picture compositions is consistent. Certain types of connectives are
overused and lack variety. Compared with low-score students, high-score students use less high-frequency
connectives, but of more variety. Furthermore, the paper confirms the oral style found in students’ written
discourse, and also such phenomena as the misuse of connectives and the use of lexical cohesion to express

the causal relation are noted.

An experimental study on the influence of online learning
community on promoting English teachers’ autonomy in

professional development

Online learning is becoming one of the first choices of middle school teachers to upgrade their degree
or to promote their own professional development because of its flexibility and unlimited resources. Research
indicates that the interaction and communication between online learning community members plays an
important role in promoting autonomy in teachers’ professional development. What factors influence the
forming of online learning community? Is online learning community an effective way to promote autonomy

in English teachers’ professional development? This study intends to explore the answers to these two
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questions through observation of 12 junior high English teachers’ behavior in an online learning community
set up for the English Language Teaching Methodology course and through record of the learning process of

two of these teachers.

Teacher feedback in EAP writing classrooms: An integrative

pedagoglcal model

In most English writing classrooms, the teacher responses to student writing in the form of written
corrective feedback, which is normally linguistically oriented. The student, on the other hand, takes the
responsibility for revising in strict accordance with the teacher feedback. The rarely practiced teacher-student
dialogue is thus largely reduced. A pedagogical model is proposed in this paper with both the teacher and
the student consistently at the centre of teaching as a recursive and interactive process. Rationales behind
the model are that teacher feedback as a means of formative assessment is an integral part of instruction, and
that for feedback to be informative, both the teacher and the students are to be actively involved. The model
was applied to an advanced writing course for English major postgraduate students at a Chinese university.
It is suggested that teacher feedback should be conducted in various forms and be aimed at learners’ cognitive
development. The practice also indicates that effective feedback is closely linked to enhanced learner

motivation.

An empirical study of English-French contrastive analysis

approach in teachmg French past tenses
Li Yanxia & XU HONZChen ...o.evvoeee e e e et et e e et e e et e et e e e 39

This paper discusses the application of the contrastive analysis approach in teaching French to English
majors by referring to the errors made in the study of three past tenses in French l'indicatif (i.e., Imparfait, le
passé compose and le plus-que-parfait). The results indicate (1) that English majors were in favor of English-
French contrastive analysis approach in learning French; (2) that English majors had the same understanding
of the correspondence between French and English past tenses; and (3) that English majors made similar
errors in learning French past tenses of 'indicadif. The major reasons might be (1) that the category of “aspect”

is classified differently in the two languages and (2) that there is an overlap in“aspect” in the two languages.

A study on the professional development of foreign language
teachers in the undeveloped west of China—A survey on the

1nformat10n llteracy of forelgn language teachers

Modern information technology may provide quite authentic environment for foreign language
teaching. Teachers  information literacy has become the key to the reform of foreign language teaching and to
the improvement of foreign language teaching quality. To better understand the information literacy status
and demands of foreign language teachers at the tertiary level in the undeveloped west of China, this paper
conducted a survey on foreign language teachers of three colleges in western China from the aspects of
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