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Activity 1 (Pre-reading)

Objectives: to lead in the topic and to activate students’ background knowledge
about Paris

Classroom organization: group work

Teaching aid: multimedia

Assumed time: 5 minutes

Procedures:

Step 1. Lead-in (1 min)

1. Show two pictures about Paris and ask the students:

Do you know the places in the pictures?

(1) Notre Dame Cathedral (2 ) The Eiffel Tower
2. Then the teacher can lead in the topic and at the same time activate
background knowledge.
Ask: What do you think of Paris? ( romantic, expensive, convenient, fashion,
beautiful... )
Now I’d like you to work in groups to share your ideas.
Step 2. Group work (3 mins)

Arrange the students in groups of six to discuss the question.
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Step 3. Feedback (1 min)

Call on different groups to report.

Transition:

T: Thank you for your ideas. So today we’ll learn a passage about Paris

together. Let’s see what the author’s idea about Paris.

Activity 2 (While-reading)
Objectives: to train students’ ability about reading the passage in different ways
Classroom organization: individual work, group work
Teaching aid: multimedia
Assumed time: 30 minutes
Transition: (Assign the reading task)
T: Now, let’s read the passage quickly and answer the questions.
Procedures:
Step 1. Individual reading (3 mins)
Students read the passage quickly and try to answer the questions:
1. Where is Paris?
2. What is the most famous sight in Paris?
3. Which is the better way to travel in Paris, by taxi or by underground train?
4. What is the cheapest thing in Paris?
5. Do Frenchmen speak English?

Reading material

For your next vacation, why not consider visiting Paris? Paris is the capital
of France, and is one of the liveliest cities in Europe. It doesn’t have any beaches
or mountains, but there are still many things to do there. For example, it has some
fantastic sights, including the Eiffel Tower and Notre Dame Cathedral, one of the
most famous churches in the world. Traveling around Paris by taxi can cost a lot of
money, but it’s very convenient to take the underground train. In general, though,
France is quite an expensive place. One thing that is not expensive in France,
however, is the wine! Most people in France have learned English. But many
people don’t like to speak English, especially in Paris. So unless you speak

French yourself, it’s best to travel with someone who can translate things for you.
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Step 2. Feedback (2 mins)

Call on different students to answer the questions.

Transition: (Assign the reading task)

T: Now, let’s read the passage again. This time you must read it carefully and
try to fill in the following table. After that, you can share your ideas with your
partners.

Step 3. Individual reading (2 mins)

Students read it carefully and try to fill in the following table.

Paris

Things you like Things you don’t like

Step 4. Group work to check (5 mins)

Step 5. Feedback (3 mins)

Call on different groups to report. Comment on students’ work.

Transition: (Assign the reading task)

T: Now, let’s read the passage the third time. This time you must discuss in
groups and try to shorten the passage. After that, we will share your shortened
passages together.

Step 6. Group work to discuss about the shortened passages (8 mins)

Step 7. Feedback (7 mins)

Call on different groups to report. Comment on students’ work.

For example:

For your next vacation, why not consider visiting Paris? Paris is the capital

of France, and is one of the liveliest cities in Europe. It has some fantastic sights.

It’s very convenient to take the underground train to travel around Paris. In general,

though, France is quite an expensive place. Unless you speak French yourself, it’s

best to travel with someone who can translate things for you.

Activity 3 (Post-reading)

Objectives: to train students’ ability to apply what is obtained from the text
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Classroom organization: group work

Teaching aid: multimedia

Assumed time: 10 minutes

Transition: (Assign the reading task)

T: Now, everyone has known many things about Paris. This time let’s talk
about our hometown—Wuhan. Can you imitate the passage we’ve learned
today to say something about Wuhan?

Procedures:

Step 1. Group work to talk about their hometown (4 mins)

Step 2. Feedback (6 mins)

Call on different groups to report. Comment on students’ work.
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